
Free, with a Merry Christmas to all

The Nativity by Antoniazzo Romano

Christmas Times, 2021



2

Next issue

Contents



3

By Fr Joseph Welch

Fr Joseph Welch

Continued on page 4



4
From page 3

Continued on page 5

Before and after pictures
show the laundry converted to
an office and how the kitchen

has been opened up
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Turning the organ 90 degrees will allow maintenance work to be carried out safely and allow
parishioners to enjoy a fuller view of the west window that was installed for the millennium

By Stephen Griggs

Continued on page 6

Sweet singing in the choir
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The ecumenical shrine of Our
Lady of Grace is in St Mary at
the Elms Church, the closest

church to Lady Lane where the
original shrine stood

By Jean M Johnson
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It can be hard to keep a traditional, family Christmas on track

Christmas crackers
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Soldiers played football in no-man’s land during a Christmas Truce in 1914

By Patricia al-Salih

Wartime letter – see page 19

One starfish at a time
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Dogged MC Jess asks, or barks, the questions

Continued on page 10
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Answers, page 27Question 12

By Anna Smith

Ingredients

Method

Christmas
crackers
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Epiphany, Matthew 2: 1-12
Wise men came from the East, searching for Jesus. They

travelled from far away to meet him. The wise men followed
a star and finally found him in Bethlehem. They adored him
and gave him special gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

What gift would you like to give Jesus this year?
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A German painting of the Adoration of the Magi from about 1480

Chalk marks honour the kings

Continued on page 16A galette des rois
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The Burning Babe

Robert Southwell SJ (1561-1595)

Upon Christ His Birth

Sir John Suckling (1609-1641)

Illumination

Anthony Hecht (1923-2004)
Poems submitted by Fr Joseph
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By Stephen Donaghy

Pope Francis launched the synod in Rome this year

Bishop launches synodal
pathway online survey, page 18
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The Bishop of East Anglia, the Rt Rev Alan Hopes, launched the online Synodal Pathway survey

By Angela Wilson
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Suffolk Land Army girls took part in London Lord Mayor’s Show

By Theresa Cleary
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Letters were censored



Sandbags protect Hadleigh post office in the Second World War
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How sweet are thy words

By Fr Joseph Welch

Continued on page 22
Many new year resolutions,
like getting fit, do not last
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A 1633 Douai Rheims Bible

Navarre has many volumes
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The Nativity by Antoniazzo Romano from about the 1480s

By Stephen Donaghy

Continued on page 24



By Magdalene de Santos

From page 23
24

St Augustine wrote in his Confessions ‘Late Have I Loved Thee'
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Anna Smith

Illustrations by Gillian Mobb
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Fr Joseph married Catherine Griggs and Craig Wisbey at St Pancras in October
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Rev Neil Coulson, the minister at Christ Church

Light quiz answers



Getting
organ-
ised

Work on organ
unveils

millennium
window, page 5

Special
day

There was only one
wedding at St

Pancras this year,
From the register,

page 26

Illuminate
Light up your brain
cells with our quiz,

page 9

Donkey
detective
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